Buying A Personal Computer

Your first personal computer is something worth thinking about carefully, but you should also remember that it is unlikely to be your last.  Technology moves on so fast that you cannot buy a PC that will serve you a lifetime.  If you still have the same PC in seven years time then the only explanation is that you aren’t using it very much!

However this is quite a different situation from buying a machine that is already not good enough for your purpose.  There are lots of bargains to be had by way of computers that are on the edge of being discontinued.  You need to be able to tell the difference between a genuine bargain and one that is simply being sold for what, or more than, it is worth.

There are two things you need to know when buying a computer: what do you want to use it for and what are the major factors that make one machine different from another?  The questions you need to ask yourself are:

Do you want to surf the Internet?

Do you want to watch movies?

Do you want to work with a digital camera?

Do you want it to help with homework and education?

Do you want it for the home office?

Do you want to play games?

All of these tasks can be achieved using the same PC but you will need to add different extras, and, if the application is really important, you might consider the extra to be essential.  For example, if you are buying a computer specifically to surf the Internet then you need it to come complete with a suitable quality modem or wireless alternative.   
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